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of Mississippi, Alabama, and Virginia; and in
these States the voter must also purge himself of
guilt by agreeing to accept the "civil and political
equality of all men" or by supporting reconstruc-
tion. Only in South Carolina and Louisiana were
race lines abolished by law.

The legislative work of the conventions was more
interesting than the constitution making. By ordi-
nance the legality of negro marriages was dated
from November, 1867, or some date later than
had been fixed by the white conventions of 1865.
Mixed schools were provided in some States;
militia for the black districts but not for the
white was to be raised; while in South Carolina it
was made a penal offense to call a person a "Yan-
kee" or a " nigger." Pew of the negro delegates de-
manded proscription of whites or social equality;
they wanted schools and the vote. The white
radicals were more anxious to keep the former
Confederates from holding office than from vot-
ing. The generals in command everywhere used
their influence to secure moderate action by the
conventions, and for this they were showered
with abuse.

As provided by the reconstruction acts, the
new constitutions were submitted to the electorate